ICAR-CSSRI Celebrated ‘Seed Day-Basmati CSR 30’ under
Farmer FIRST Project
Soil sodicity and residual alkalinity in irrigation waters have been the major stressors limiting
crop production to a greater extent in many parts of Haryana including Kaithal district. To cope
up these stressors, Farmer FIRST project, sponsored by ICAR, New Delhi has been started in five
villages (Kathwar, Mundri, Geong, Sampli Kheri and Bhaini Majra) of Kaithal district about two
years back. To enhance the stakeholders’ participation in the process of reciprocal learning, a
‘Seed Day” was celebrated on 10th May 2018 in village Kathwar. Mrs. Sunita Verma, Deputy
Commissioner, Kaithal district was the Chief Guest, while Dr. R. K. Yadav, Head of Soil and
Crop Management Division, CSSRI, Karnal presided over the function. Dr. Parvender Sheoran,

PI, briefed about the on-going project activities and shared the experiences achieved so far
with the demonstrated interventions including salt tolerant rice and wheat varieties, ground water
recharge, soil and water tested based gypsum and pressmud application, residue management etc.
Dr. Sheoran also demonstrated the functioning and features of recently launched mobile enabled
ICT based Decision support System “Salinity Expert”. He mentioned that this app is quite useful
for the farmers in tackling field problems and equipped with package of practices for rice, wheat
and mustard cultivation under salty environments, query handler for two way communication,
aadhar/mobile enabled soil health cards, digitized soil fertility and water quality maps of the
adopted villages and gypsum calculator.
While interacting, Mrs. Sunita Verma, the Chief Guest instructed all the concerned stakeholders
including line departments from Kaithal district to actively participate and make aware the
farmers about CSSRI developed technologies for managing the problematic soils and poor quality
irrigation water. She appreciated the efforts of CSSRI team for developing the mobile app and
assured that she will instruct IT Cell of district administration to help, make aware and educate all
the farmers of adopted villages about the downloading and use of this app. Seed of salt tolerant
rice variety Basmati CSR 30 developed by CSSRI, Karnal was distributed among 300 farmers of
adopted villages in the presence of Deputy Commissioner.
Dr. R.K. Yadav briefed about the CSSRI’s research and extension activities and urged the
participating farmers to join the hands to strengthen their network for further diffusion of

adaptive technologies. Dr. Mahabir Singh, Deputy Director (Agriculture) sensitized the
farmers about the government initiatives for straw/residue management and subsidy on the
purchase of farm implements. Dr. D.S. Bundela, Anil Kumar, Ranjay K. Singh, Dr. Ashwani
Kumar and Dr. Kailash Parjapat were also present on the occasion.

